Freshman Career Action Plan- Self Exploration 
Some Things you can to do start preparing for your career.

· Join and become an active member in your first semester, preferably with an organization related to your major or career interests.

· Find a part time job for winter break or next summer, preferably one that relates to your major or career interest to gain work experience, develop confidence and good work habits.
· Complete the FOCUS test to help you learn more about your values, interests, skills, personality and occupations. 
· Research “what can I do with a major in ?”

· Meet with Director of Career Development to discuss the results of your FOCUS test and occupational research.
· Visit the career center and attend job fairs to gather information about occupations, potential employers and career paths.
· Begin or update your resume and have it critiqued by the Career Development Director or your advisor. Your resume is a “living document”; it will change as you acquire new knowledge, build your leadership skills and complete internships and employment experiences.

· Take part in volunteer and service learning projects. 
· Start networking. Let your family, friends, professors and academic advisors know what you are doing and what your educational and career plans are.
· If you are a Federal Work Study student or have a job on campus, treat it like a real job. Be prompt, courteous, show good work ethic, be helpful and dependable.
· Start collecting letters of recommendation from current or recent employers or campus supervisors.

· Be responsible in your social networking…. Remember, once on the internet……always on the internet.

· Create your personal list of at least four skills employers want and plan to acquire these skills before graduation.
· Try to line up work experience during the summer that relates to your field of study.

